YANKS FACE DEADLY
TRAPS IN ARGONNE

Reconquering of Forest Ac-
complished in Spite of Ter-
rific Resistance by Foe.

PRAISED FOR GALLANTRY

Other Units Luckily Escaped
From Experiences Similar to
“Lost" Battalion's.

By HERBEAT BAILEY.

Bpecial Cable Despatoh to Tue Sux from ihe
London Times Bervice.
Copyright, 1918; all rights reserved.

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY 1IN FrAaxCE,
0O¢t. 13,—The reconquest of the Argonne
forest reflecta great credit upon the
American army and particularly upon
thsa American unit which fought its
way through the wilderness. From where
the men now stand they can look back
on the vast stretch of forest and feol
well matisfied that they have accom-
pliahed a feat that nothing but steady
persistence, cheerfui endurance and
readiness to fAght at any moment could
have brought to completion,

The Germans used liberally all the
fighting Ingenulty they possess, which
is of no mean quality, to prevent the
reconquest of thia district. On both
fianks, the right In the Alre Valley and
the left at Binarville, they fought with
determination and even with despern~
tion, which Indicated the Importance
they placed upon the operation.

But the Americans on the right and
the French on the left, by steady and
persistent fghting, by a process of rest-
lesn movement under which the Ger-
mans were forced to fight without a
moment’s intermission, by a firm resolve
not to let all the massed machine guns
or atroclous weather stay thelr progress,
foroed the Germans back, leaving a long
stream of German dead to mark the
path of their advance.

While the most important operations
wers those on elther side of the foreat—
for the Germans endeavored to prevent
the pinching out process by holding up
the two flanks, thus blocking, as they
moped, a Junction at the northern end-—
the moat adventurous and spectacular
fighting was in the forest itself. There
the Americans did not expect the Ger-
mans would offer such heavy resistance
a8 was encountered.

Forest Fighting Heavy Task.

The flanks were prepared to advance
slowly, just penetrating the wilderness
as the Germans withdrew, but the Ger-
man resistance on the flanks Imposed
upon the unit Aghting through the forest
a slngularly heavy taak. They found as
they moved forward that the Germans
bad statloned snipers and machine gun-
ners at every concelvable spot. Wher-
ever there was a clearing or road they
had to face a barrage of machine gun
fire, both direct and indirect,

It was curious how distinctly these
deadly spots are marked by splintered
trees, churned ground and the refuse
that all fighting men leave behind after
& local actlon. There was a Cross-
rosds corner where gigantle German
signs direct one to every concelvable
place. Through this corner there runf
ons of the a ingly ous light
rallroads which the Germans have bulit
nll through the forest. This crossropd
fs in the Bols d'Aprenons and some of
the heaviest fighting occurred there.

Then thers were trench systems about
Binarville which, an In the case of the
“Lost American Battalion,” gave the
Germans an opportunity, should there ba
any defect in the linlson, to infiitrate be-
tind the men In the forest. This oc-
curred not merely once but agaln and
again.

It in easy to realize what a task faced
the Americans. Not only I8 the under-
growth almost impassable, with the trees
thickly entwined, but the Argonne con-
slets of one long range of hills with nu-
merous ravines, some so steep that It |s
impossible to obtain a foothold on the
downward slope, One looks down from
the helghts upon thesa ravines into the
most forbldding of wvalleyw” where the
marsh lands are traps of death,

The Germans organized most of these
vndleys Into little “Singapore villages."
The concrete houses they bullt and the
ight rallways they constructed are cer-
tainly pleturesque.

It was through such places, Infested
by the enemy, that tha Americans ad-
vanced. The barbed wire waw &0 thick
that from above it looked like a wsolid
wall. But the ingenulty of the Germans
and the treacheries of the wilderness
could not stop the Americans,

GOURAUD ON AISNE
AT BEND AT RETHEL

Is Across the River in Neigh-
borhood of Vouziers.

Ry the Associated Press.

Wrrn THE FrexcH ARMT I8 Frasce,
Oct 13—Gen. Goutaud's troops in pur-
suit of the Germans have reached the
banks of ths Alsne In the Gend that
passes mouth of Rethel and Chateau
Porcien. Five thousand civillans have
been llberated and many villages and
townas retaken from the Germans,

Marshal Foch sealed his triumph over
Gen. Ludendorff and Field Marshal von
Hindenburg yesterday, when Gen, Gou-
raud's men entered Vouslers.

Vouziers 18 a town of 3,000 inhabl-
tants, It commands two defiles in the
forest region eastward and ls of no
great military Importance in Itself. The
sgnificance of the capture arises from
the fict that since 1914 it has symbol-
fred German resistance In northern
Prance. Von Kluck, In acknowledging
the fallure of the plan to take Paris,
rild, “But the French will never retake
Vouziers,” meaning not merely the in-
consaquentinl town of that name but
the entire system of German defence
nlong the Alsne,

But Vouxlers has been talken, the line
of the Alsne has crumbled and the
Hindenburg line has been demollshed
&t roveral places In this region. The
Germans appear thus far to have kept
'.:ﬂ!r retreat in hand with the greatest

n,

Bome houses wera sllll burning In
Vousiers last evening and German shells
wers falling In the town, Observation
in the parts of the village that could be
\-'mled] Indicates that the damage is only
partial,

The enemy occupled strong posillons
on the right bank of the Aisne to the
east, where he opposed vigorously the
#fforts of the French to effect a crossing.
A passage, however, was forced this
morning and & footing gained on' the
castern bank

North of the Olse the enemy appeats
;o bo digging in front of Gen. Debeney’'s
oroen. C
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WERFUL German forces that for four years
have held the so-called elbow in the battle line
where, coming down from the north, it turns to the
east, are now in full retreat in a desperate effort
to save men and material from capture by the

French. The capture of La Fere an

the beg

of the clearing out of the pocket, the
mouth of which is only fif(y-five miles across, an

Laon marks

l

ENEMY FLEESTO |
ESCAPE A POCKET

Continued from First Page.

the Sambre and the Argonne forest
thers are fivea German armies, number-
ing at least (00,000 fighting men, be-
sidos Immense stores of material and
large numbers of heavy guns, all
gathered Into a reglon where there are|
few main roads and rallroads, the
danger to the Germans In this withe
drawal is mpparent

Since the Champagne offensive began
two weeks ago the French have captured
nearly 23,000 prisoners there, besldes
more than (00 guna, and have freed
nearly forty villages -

As the pressure of the Allles increanes
all the German armles between Le Ua-
teau and the Meuse are belng foroed
back gradually toward the Ardennes,
from which position they can escape
In the form of compleie armies accom-
panied by thelr heavy guns and Impedl-
menta only by making flank marches
acroas the Allles’ front toward Valen-
clennea in one direction or toward the
gup between the Ardennes and the Al-
lles' battle line north of Verdun in the
other. The latter gap has been de-
creased stoadily by the French and
American penetration north of the Ar-
gonne.

The QGerman line of retreat [les
through the neighborhood of Sedan, and
that famous battlefield Ia likely to take
on a new algnificance for the German
people. The northern lines of rallways
in Belglum are not avallable to take

out the bulk of the Germans In France
ms they already are consested by the
German preparations to evacuats west-
ern Belglum,

OFFICIAL BULLETINS
OF THE WAR OFFICES

La Fere and St. Gobain Massif
Occupied by the French.

LONDON, Oct. 13.—TMe following re-
poris “of operations on the front in
France ond Belgium were larued to-day
by the vorious war offices:

BRITISH (NIGHT) — During the
day local engagements between our
and the enemy's advanced detach-

ments have continued along the llne
r————— —

of the Bella River.
posttions in
Solemmen
progress has heen m

bank of the river about Haussy and

Baulszolr.

There has been local fighting In the
nelghborhood of Lieu-8t. Amand. We

captured a number o

BEarly this morning our advanced
troops crcssed the Sensee Canal

Aublgny-su.Bae and

200 prisoners and maintalned thelr
positiona in the face of strong counter

attacks,

Northwest of Doual

tinued to advance,
celles-len-Lens an
and are approaching

Haute Deule Canal on the whole of
the front between Doual and Vendin-

the nelghborhood of
have beenh enlarged

exceedingly narrow outlet for so large a force.

In the north the British are in
Douai and.they have made further

northwest of that place and along the

to the vicinity of Solesmes.

the outskirts of
rogress to the
elles River

Southeast of Douai

they have pushed up the easterly bank of the Scheldt

Canal and have captured the town

barely seven miles from Valenciennes,

of Montrecourt,

Our bridgehead strong forcem
penetrating into our
and eldes of Neuvilly.

ade on the west

plete success and
enemy back.
was renewed
f prisoners.

at

captured nearly Prioce;

wé have con- north of Origny the

Weo hold Cour-
Noyelles-Godault

Hi U0 B e iments. The enemy

le-Vieil. A number of prisoners wers | DNEhting and counter
captured In our operations on this
sector.

BRITISH (DAY) — East of the followed our

Beheldt Canal wo gained
Montrecourt village and reached the
outskirts of Lieu?St. Amand.

In the Doual sector our troops ar
now within a few hundred yardms o
the town and have captured the Fau-
bourg d'Esquerchin, the Doual prison

and the greater part

of Angays we have progressed along
bank of the Haute Deule
Canal toward Courrleres

(DAY) — Lo Fere
been captured by the French.

the south
FRENCH

have crossed the La

way at ths Danley-Veplgny helght.
The northern and eastern portions of
the village of La Fere are burning.

The massif of St. Gobaln has been
oceupled by the French as far as St
Nicholas and Suzy Wood.

The Itallana have
north of the Allette.
French hold the line

rieux and Amifontaine

The French have

nests of German resistance In the bend

of the Alme.

GERMAN (DAY)—Army group of

Crown Princa Rup

canal sector on both sides of Doual

and the western edge
in fighting contact

Dounl has suifered o
enemy
bomha,

Northeast of Cambral during the
night of October 11-12 we withdrew
somewhat from the snemy. The anemy
followed vesterday at midday and in

the evening reached
Avenes-le-S¢c and th
western bank of the
zolr and Hausasy.

In the early morn
violent artillery
of La Cateau,

with ths enemy.

artillery fire

duel

Between Soleames and

Le Cateay the enemy attacked with
o

possession of. | slowly.
wooded districta of
helghts north of the

fontalne,

In-Ville, Avancon,

of Flers. East weak forces

oner Local

has
They

ulsed,
Fere-Laon Rall- e

wenslern

Ormont Wood and
east of Beaumont.

made progress who renewed their

Further east the
of Algelles, Der-

Pruesinn, Saxon.

cleared the last

He was successful in

positions on both
A counter attsck

which was prepared for by the most
Intensa agtillery fire resulted In com-

ngain threw the

A partial attack, which
In the evening near
Eriastre, was repulsed.

Army group of thsa German Crown
North of the Olse the enemy
Is continuing his strong attacks on
both eldes of Vaux-Andigny. east of
Bohaln, near Alsonvilles, and near and

enemy sought to

pugh forward over the Olse Into our
positions. The main burden of the
fighting was borne by Thuringlan reg-

everywhere was

repulsed, partly in hard hand to hand

attacks.

On the front Latween the'Olse and
the Alsne the enemy agaln resterday
rearward movements
In the evening he reached the

8. Gobaln, the
Alletts and Aml-

North of the Retourne mec-
tor ha has crossed the line of Asfeld-

Perthes, Vaux-

Champagns and Vouzleres with only
An enemy detachment
which pushoed forward over the Alsne
southeast of Vouzieres was taken pris-
attacks by
near Termes, on the Alsne, were re-

the enemy

Army group of Gep. von Gallwits:
Local attacks by the enemy on the
banks of the Meuse falled.
Serlous fighting continued throughout
the day east of the Meuse between

Wavrille, north-
The Americans,
fruitless attacks

with the employment of strong forces,

were thrown back In hard fighting by

Wuerttemberg . and

Austro-Hungarian regimenta.
——
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FIGHTERS HEEDLESS
OF ENEMY PEACE BID

| Americans Battle On Undis-

turbed by Germany’s Of-
fer to Quit.

WORD PASSED TO FRONT

Only Effect Is to Create a
Doubt and Increase De-
termination to Win.

Ry the Awsociated Press.

Witet T™nE AMERICAN AnMy NonTi-
wear or Venouw, Oect. 13 —The syn-
chronized crash of the big guns and the
crackles of rifles and automatica heard

I'cm the greater part of the American
| front to-day reflected the attituds of

{the army as regards Germany's Aan-
nouncement that she Is willing to ae-
cept President Wilson's peacs terms. It
was obvious that the forcea of Ger-
many and the Allles, particularly the
Alllos, regarded that thelr part in the
great drama still in to Aght.

Whether the news of thelr Govern-
ment's announcemant of willingneas to
conoede Prealdent Wilson's terms has
reached the Germans is not known, but
the greater part of the American Army
was given as early as possible all infor-
mation In possession of generanl head-
quarters. From corps headquarters the
newsa waa sent to division headquarters,
and from there to the men In reserve
positions and on the fAghting line.

Majority Express Doubt,

The effect produced was what might
have been expected, There wera rare
Inastances of outbursts of enthusiaatie
cheering, but for every man who so dis-
played his emotion there were a hun-
dred whose only comment was an ex-
pression of doubt as to the honesty of
Germany*s Intentlons.

There was nothing in the day's opera-
tions to coavince the Americans that
the war was over. Before daylight the
Germans displayed more than usunl ac-
tivity In shelling certain positions. Enst
and west of the Meuse they brought up
fresh forces and counter attacked. All
of them broke down before the violent
Arlng of the Americans,

As the day fore on the fighting de-
veloped greater Intensity along the
wastern part of the line, but It was
confined almost wholly to the artillery
wings, the American fire finally attain-
Ing the proportions of barrage, although
It was not followed up by infantry at-
tack.

An increased percentage of defective
ammunition appears to have n used
to.day by the Germans, ontfaucon
wns shelled rather heavily, but a check
Inte to-day showed that 90 per cent.
of the missiles were “duda™

The German prisoners in American
hands were told early to-day of thelr
country's peace offering. Instead of
adding to their gloom the general effect
was to stimulate them to some Nveli-
nesa. The good humor of the prisoners
was lowered somewhat, at least in one
cage, by the sugwestion that they might
be detained untll French ~illagea are
restored. -

Along the roads in the trenches the
American soldlers were dispossd to re-
gard the peace development as & matter
of course—one for satisfaction, but not
for premature rejoicing. The fighting
at the Marne and on the Solasons, 8t
Mihiel and other sectors has devaloped
In the American soldler a grimneas that
it would be difficult to explain. There
wera few comments on the peace situa-
tion as the business of warfare pro-
ceeded to-day

“Up to Helmnle to Quii.*

I “Well, If Helnle wants to quit he can
do so. Hut IU's up to him to do the
auitting” was the most general ex-
pression used by the American troops,

While more spectacular progress has
bean made on certain other parta of the
battle front it Is known that the allied
commanders are satlsfled with the work
of the Americans They have been
placed here on what many regard as
a most diMcult mector. 1t has not been
thelr part to make great strides forward
eo rhuch as It has been to destroy Ger-
man divisions which have been thrown
Into the battle line In a manner reflect-
Ing the determination to hold back their
enemies at a point where the loss of
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l Where tl_:l_"' rench Are Closing the Great Laon Salient.

UNITED STATES RAlLROAb ADMINISTRATION,
W. G. McADOO, Director General of Railroads

All The New
Consolidated Ticket Offices
are NOW in operation

64 BROADWAY —at Rector Street
57 CHAMBERS STREET—near Broadway
31 WEST 32d STREET—near Broadway
114 W. 42:! ST.—bet. Broadway and 6th Ave.

TELEPHONE (all offices) 6700 BRYANT

Each of these new offices is equipped to sell all forms of
railroad and coastwise steamship transportation to all . points
via all lines, provide sleeping and parlor car and steamship
accommodations, check baggage, and give advice regarding

Each office has a comprehensive Information Bureau where’
the public will be promptly and courteously furnished informa-
tion on all travel subjects.

NOTE: All the individual Lines’ City Ticket Offices in the

city are now closed.
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It would endanger more quickly their
entire forve. Bince the beginning of
the offensive Beptamber 26 west of the
Meuse the Germans have used thirteen
fresh divislons, In sddition to the four
in line on the Arst day, and east of
tho Meuse they have called up four
fresh divislone, In addition to the three
in line when tha attack developed there
October 8. ‘Thus It will be seen that
the enemy has been compelled to re-
enforce his front between the Argonne
and Bezonvaux by seventeen fresh
divisions of troops.

SPAIN TO GERMAN SHIPS,

Tonnage to the Extent of 15,500
Will Be Taken.

Maprip, Oct. 13.—The Spanish Gov-
ernment has declded to put Into Imme-
diate eervice sixty-two German ships
Iying In Spanish ports as ths equivalent
in tonnage of Spanish ships torpedoed.

Panig, Oct. 13.—S8Spain,
advicen received by the Tempa from
the Spanish frontier, has dedlded to
peize German ships In her ports to the
extent of 155600 tons, In Indemnification
of Spanish shipping loxser.

The German Ambaasador, It is stated,
has bean asked to name tha ships 1o
be taken, but If the Embassy's cholce
Is not Indicated by October 15 the Span-
ish Government will make the selection

necording 1o

precht: In  the

of Doual we are

onslderably from
and alrplane

tha vielnity of
a heights on the
Selle, near Saul-

ing thers wms a
on both sldes |
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B. Altman & Co.

An

Women’s Gowns

Unusual Offering of

very specially priced at

558.
will take place to-day (Monday).

These are all smart,
models, developed in tricolette, and in tri-
colette combined with charmeusg; many of

00

distinctive Autumn

them handsomely embroidered.

Dep’t for Imported and Special Costumes

(Third Floor) \

. Madison Avenue - Fifth Averne

New Fork

34th aud 35th Streets

They give—

We must lend—
To the utmost

150 REPORTED DEAD
IN PORTO RICO QUAKE

Almost Every Town in Island
Seriously Damaged.
By the Asvociated Preas.

Sax Juax, P. R, Oct. 12, (delayed).—
One hundred and fifty lives were lost in
the earthquake yesterday in Porio Rico,
it was estimated by Gov, Yager to-day,
Almoat every town In the {sland reports
damage of property and scattering fa-
talities.

The greatest loss of life was at Maya-
guexr and Aguadilla, west coast citlens,
and in the Intervening territory, The
known dead ar Mayaguez are given as
forty and at Aguadilla thirty,

At Mayaguez 70 per cent. of the
houses of brick and cement construction
are reported destroyved or damaged be-

yond repair. At Aguadillaths loss of
life was due chiefly to the tidal wave.

At Pance, on the south ooast, the
known dpad are reported to be seven
and the ured eleven.

Gov., Yager, the Rod Crosa and the
military authorities are working to-
gether for reliaf, with Col. Tippitt of the
Army Mediead Corps, In chirge at Maya-
Bues.

Churches, hospitais, schools and pub-
lle bulldings evervwhere suffered greal
damage. Epn Juan was the least dam-
sged of the Jarge towns.

Lient. Rheno, U, 8, Fller, Dica.

Paris, Ocet. 13 —Lleut. Walter B&.
Rheno, Marfla's Vineyard, Mass, an
aviator in tha Lafayette Escadrille, disd
to-day in the American hospital Im
Neullly of pgeénmonia. He had to his
credit meverm! German alrplanes mnd

had been decarated with the French war
Cross

e
SAKS CLOTHES
OF A CHARACTER A#PPRE-
CIATED BY GENTLEMEN
\

AKS CLOTHES

ing Dress.

wit

gress of polite fabricking, attentive tailor-
manship, studious contouring and, above all,
a stern denial of everything that is gauche,
They are the result of inherent good taste.
And let no one deny that there is such a
thing as inherent good taste, lest he appear
in public himself with Tan Shoes and Even-

OR the Autumn and Winter, we have

L developed a new and particularly effective

English Lounge Suit of excellent loomings

a military waistline and a soldierman
shoulder that-lacks only the epaulet.

*28

and upward

are an unselfish con-

BROADWAY &

Saks & Company

34¢h STREET




